
DATE: October 10, 2022 

TO: State Building Code Council  

RE: WSEC Updates Public Comment – supplement to Oral Testimony 

Hello. This is Holly Townes, a WA professional engineer specializing in building energy efficiency. For 
your review and record at the end of this memo is the testimony I gave on September 29th. I worked to 
keep short. I would therefore like to add the following comments to support the heat pump proposals 
and to address some of the testimony of the gas businesses and builder associations: 

I was not surprised to hear the arguments of the builder associations against energy efficiency upgrades 
in the code. They have fought hard against energy efficiency requirements since I started working on 
residential building efficiency in the 1980’s for Snohomish PUD. They used to always give me a hard time 
about it. Their argument is always the same that “they/we cannot afford to it”. If we had followed their 
desire to not upgrade our homes we would be using even more energy and have bigger issues with the 
grid and with the climate.  Making upgrades at the time of construction is far cheaper than retrofits. It 
will be far less costly than the economic and human cost of climate exacerbated wildfires, heat waves, 
species loss, coastal land loss and big storms.  

Building efficiency was promoted in 1980’s due to public demand and to our government’s desire to 
prevent more energy independent after the oil embargo. Dependence on foreign sources of energy is a 
security risk to our nation so reducing energy use and promoting local renewable energy sources is still 
important.  

I converted to an efficient heat pump in my home with no electric backup and did just fine in the very 
cold winter of 2021. It is not necessary to have backup in Western Washington. It was very costly to 
upgrade that is why we need to do this as part of new construction to start this transition away from 
fossil fuels. 

Heat pumps have been used in successfully in cold climates for years and worked well.  The newer ones 
work even better at lower temperatures without backup and more efficiently.  

This proposed code is a small but important part of addressing climate change. It is a soft start to 
transitioning the buildings sector and therefore will not have the huge impact on the grid mentioned. 
The bigger impact, cost and need for grid planning will be as we convert existing homes. Most likely this 
will take a long time.  

There are other alternatives to gas heaters to keep warm when the power goes out. There are 
generators. Many, many people use these reliably. The idea that people will not have access to back up 
heat in a power outage is a false narrative.  

Thank you again for your time and careful consideration of these proposals.   
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Hello my name is Holly Townes, I am a WA State licensed mechanical engineer who has specialized in 
energy efficiency in buildings for almost 40 years. I worked for 2 WA utilities and have been an active 
ASHRAE member and expert. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Buildings are the second largest contributor to GHG emissions largely due to the use of gas for space 
and water heating. I support the proposed energy code to increase efficiency, require heat pumps and 
largely eliminate fossil fuels for water and space heating.  

ASHRAE, which drives and represents the HVAC industry, has made it clear that transitioning our 
buildings to heat pumps, along with other efficiencies, is the most cost effective and proven way to 
address climate change in buildings especially since our state is moving to clean electricity. Gas is no 
longer the transition energy for our state. It is far cheaper to make changes during construction and 
avoid the extra cost of retrofitting.  As an ASHRAE member and engineer I urge you to support this next 
recommended step.  

There are some in the industry that feel understandably threatened by this change to clean electricity, 
but we must and can make this transition.  As a parent and grandparent, I ask that you give our 
discouraged young people hope about the future now.  Do not delay this another 3 years. 

Thank you for listening and for your many volunteer hours.  


